We have too long thought in terms of pacts and
compromises between communal leaders and neglect-
ed the people behind them. That is a discredited
policy and I trust that we shall not revert to it.
And yet some people still talk of the Muslims as
a group dealing with the Hindus or others as a group,
a medieval conception which has no place in the
modern world. We deal with economic groups to-
day and the problems of poverty and unemploy-
ment and national freedom are common for the
Hindu, the Muslim, the Sikh, and the Christian. As
soon as we leave the top fringe, which is con-
tinually talking of percentages of seats in the
legislatures and State jobs, and reach the masses,
we come up against these problems. This way
lies the ending of what has long been known as
the communal problem.

One of the most remarkable signs of the times
is the ferment amongst the Muslims in India, both
the intelligentsia and the masses. Without any
effective ledership, they have drifted aimlessly, and
they resent this helpless position and feel that the
communal leadership they have had has weakend
them politically, in spite of the trivial and superficial
gains which they are supposed to have got from
an imperialism which seeks to wean them away
from the national movement. Muslim young men
and old, and the Muslim press, are full of this
self-analysis, and the desire to get out of the com-
munal rut and line up with the forces of freedom
and progress is strong within them. They see how
the Congress has swept away Hindu communal or-